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“The existing bail system is 
not fair to poor defendants 
who, because they cannot 
post bail, are cut off from 
families and may lose 
their jobs.  In terms of 
the charges against them, 
studies have shown that 
they face tougher plea 

offers and pressure to plead guilty because of the 
amount of time they have already spent in jail, 
and they receive longer sentences as compared to 
similarly situated defendants who were able to 
make bail.” - January 2017

Chief Justice 
Stuart Rabner

For more information about Criminal Justice 
Reform in New Jersey, go to www.njcourts.gov 

and search for "Criminal Justice Reform." 

What is Criminal Justice 
Reform?

Criminal Justice Reform represents a 
fundamental change in how defendants 
and their cases are processed in the New 
Jersey courts. On Jan. 1, 2017, the state 
moved from a system that relied principally 
on setting monetary bail as a condition of 
release to a risk-based system that is more 
objective, promotes public safety and is fairer 
to defendants because it is unrelated to their 
ability to pay monetary bail.

The criminal justice system is rooted in two 
principles: That those accused of a crime are 
innocent until proven guilty and that they 
have a constitutional right to a speedy trial.

The transformation of New Jersey’s criminal 
justice system was a joint effort of all three 
branches of government that grew from the 
work of the Joint Committee on Criminal 
Justice, a special committee of the Supreme 
Court established by Chief Justice Stuart 
Rabner to examine the issues of bail and 
speedy trial reform. 
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